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The image in a plane mirror


Experiment 23.2


Properties of the image:   ( Help Sheet


•	as far behind as the object is in front


•	line O–I is 90° to the mirror


•	virtual image


•	same size as the object


•	laterally inverted


( Extension Sheet
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Experiment 23.1   ( Help Sheet


‘Normal’ line;  incident and reflected rays


Angle of incidence  =  angle of reflection     


The periscope





Regular/Specular and diffuse reflection


Paper, and ink





23   Reflection





This short chapter covers simple work on reflection


at a plane mirror, much of it being revision of work


included in Key Stage 3.


It may be sufficient to revise it using the Student


Map sheet and the Checklist, or cover the chapter as a homework exercise.








Common Misconceptions:


Some students struggle to realise what the normal is 


for and why it is important to measure angles from it. You could show that otherwise the angles are difficult 


to measure if the surface is curved or irregular. 
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